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little is not blamed either for his excess, or his deficiency;
for sometimes we praise those who are deficient, and call
them meek ; and we call those who are angry manly, as
being capable of governing. But how far, and how a man
errs, so as to be blaineable, is not easy to define in precept,-
for the deciding of this depends upon particulars, and upon
sense. But so much at least is clear 5 that the middle habit
is praiseworthy, by means of which we are angry with
proper objects, and from proper causes, and in a proper
manner, and all that $ but the excesses and defects are re-
prehensible $ and when erring only a little, slightly repre*
hensible ; proceeding to a greater degree, more blameable -y
but if to a very great degree, they are strongly reprehensible.
It is evident therefore, that we must adhere to the middle
habit. Let the habits therefore which are engaged with
anger be so far discussed.

CHAP, VI.

In the pleasures of society, there is an extreme which may be
called litigiousnesSy which is the deficiency; another, the excess,
.is flattery ? and an anonymous,mean, which is something similar
to friendship,

1* BUT in intercourse and society and a communication
of words and actions, some men appear to be fawners *3 who
praise every thing with the view of pleasing, and jict ad-
versely in nothing, but in short who think that it is their
duty to be inoffensive to those whom they nieet; those again,,
who are the opposite to these, opposing every thing, and
having not the least caution of offending, are called morose
and contentious*

S. That therefore the above-mentioned habits are
blameable, requires no proof: and that the mean of these is
praise worthy, according to which a man will assent to what
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